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to be the first step in removing Carlos 
from the country forever. Carlos Marcel- 
lo's possible motive, then, in killing the 
president, would have gone for beyond re- 
venge, to survival. 

Everything he had built up over the 
years, as well as his very presence in the 
United States, was under direct attack 
from the Kennedys at the very moment 
President John F. Kennedy was ventur- 
ing into Marcello territory. 

The sheer volume and extent of the 
body of circumstantial evidence suggest- 
ing the possible involvement of the Mar- 

— Continued on Page 4 



By John H. Davis 

T here was no mor© des- 
perately threatened enemy 
of the Kennedys in the fall 
of 1963 than Carlos Mar- 
cello, the Mafia boss of the 
Gulf Coast. 

For, in the fall of 1963, Attorney Gener- 
al Robert F. Kennedy, with the full back- 
ing of his brother, was bent on destroying 
Marcello’s power once and for all. The 
Justice Department’s conspiracy and per- 
jury case against Carlos and his brother 
Joe, due to go to trial that November, was 
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— 'Continued from Page J 

cello organization in the assassination that has ac- 
cumulxitecl over the past 25 years is now suftident- 
ly persuasive to require evaluation and kction on 
the part of the government. 

To imply, as the Justice Department has done 
by its inaction, that this body of evidence is 
meaningiesa requires us to brand at least 18 wit- 
nesses and informants as either iiars or lunatics, 
or both, and requires uoi as well^ to regard the 
extraordinarily large number of relationships 
shared by Lee Harvey Oswald [the president's 
killer], Jack Ruby [Oswald’s killarj and David 
Ferfie [a friend of Oswald] with associates of 
Corios Marcello as mere coincidence. 

To be able to get sway with the assasoination. 
Carlos wouldhave had to anticipate the responses of 
tiie Dallas police, the FBI, the Central Intelligent 
Agency, wlUtever special investigative body Presi- 
dent Lyndon Johnson might choose to appoint and a 
possible investigative e^ort, independent of the 
FBI, by Attorney General Kennedy. 

T he LOUISIANA Mafia bad on entente with 
the Dallas Police Depoitmtmt dating back to 
the 1940s when the Chicago outfit attempted 
to take over Dallas usingyoung Jack Ruby as one of 
its tools. As for the FBL it has become more and 
more apparent that Carlos must have exerted some 
control over the FBI field office in New Orleans in 
the early '00s, There is no other convincing ^lona- 
tion of why the New Orleans agents assigned to 
oversee Marcello (oiled so completely to carry out 
Attomqy General Kennedy's order to upgrade their 
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investigidion of Carlos Marcello, including the de- 
ploj-ment of electronic surveillance against him. 

As for the CIA, we know that Marcello admitted 
to having participated in the CIA-Mafia pbu to 
aosassinate Cuban leader Fidel Castro and was close 
to at least one of the plotters, Santo Trafficante. Tha 
agency would never undertake a thorough investi- 
gation of the assassination if the* leading suspects in 
the crime were knowledtpeable of the CIA-Mafia 
plots against Castro, for iW of having its darkest 
secret revealed in- the proceaa. 

We come to President Johnson and whatever 
body he might have appointed to investigate the 
assasoination. Did Carlos have enou^ on Johnson 
so that the new president would not wish an investi- 
gation to turn up evidence of Carlos' complicity? Of 
course he did. Carlos Marcello's payoff man In Tex- 
as in the '50s. the notorious Jack Halfen, had been a 

[ iriodpal financial backer of Lyndon Johnson's po- 
itical campaigns in Texas from the late '40s on, to 
the extent that it could be said that illegal profiu 
from Marcello's slot machines in Dallas and Hous- 
ton and from bookmakers' subscriptions to his rac- 
ing wire service throughout all of Texas, used by 
HoUen to finance Johnson, were crudal to the suc- 
cess of Johnson's senatorial campaigns. How would 
it look if it came out in tha press that the man 
accused of masterminding the assassination of Ken- 
nedy hod been an important backer of the man who 
had profited most from the assassination? 

There remained the question of Attorney General 
Kennedy’s response to the assasoination of his 
brother. According to Edward Becker, a private 
investigator from Las Vegas, Marcello h^ suted in 
September, 1961, that he believed the assassination 
of President Kennedy would destroy his younger 
brother’s power, ao that he would not be capable of 
galvanizing the Justice Department into laundiing 
a thorough investigation of the crime. Events 
proved Marcello's ollegi^ prediction was absolutely 
valid. After the assassination, both Johnson and 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover turned their backs on 



Robert Kennedy and rendered him virtually pows-- 
(ess os attorney general. 

In fact, we am now alllrm with reasonable cer- 
tainty that upon the 25th anniversary of the assasoi- 
notion, op other conspiracy scenario seems even 
remotely os plausible as that suggesting the com- 
plicity of the Moroellos. 

The four individuals actually arrested by the po- 
Uce in connection with the assassination of the 
president and the murder of his suspected assassin 
were all connected mther to (3arlos Marcello or to 
one or more of his close associates. 

I N CONFRONTING the possibility of the in- 
volvement of Carlos Marcello in the crime of 
the century, 25 years after Hoover deliberately 
avoided the issue, the question inevitably arises; 
Would a powerful Mafia leader in his ri^^t mind 
have ever chosen such an impromising crew to ac- 
oompUsh a nugor execution os that ragtag bunch of 
ne’er-do-well misfits, Lae Harvey Oswald, David 
Ferrie and Jack Ruby? 

It was precisely their apparent unsuitability and 
removal from the stereotype of the professional 
Mafia hitman that would have persuaded a Mafia 
leader to utilize Oswald, Ferrie and Ruby in on 
important execution. As Carlos Marcello had 
“ckiarly indicated" to Edward Becker, “his own 
lieutenants must not be identified as the assassins" 
BO "that there would thus be a necessity to have 
them use or manipulate someone else to carry out 
the actual crime.” An ex-defector to the &viet 
Union who passes out pro-Costro leaflets in the 
■treets, a hairiess ex-airline pibt with a history of 
arrests for committing "mde«nt acts" with young 
boys, and a small-time striptease joint operator — 
what a crew! Who would ever dream of linking these 
amateurs, these nonentities, to professional crimi- 
nals, to the Mafia? The selection of such an appar- 
ently unprofessional oosaasin as Oswald, or the 
framing of such a type in a murder plot, was another 
time-honored tradition of the Mafia. 





